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N the year 1645, Mr. J. E. concealed him- 
ſelf in his initials, while ſaying, (in his 


/ treatiſe of the two ohve trees, p. 42.) that 
though the Lord has revealed, and men may 
„ know the year, yet the day and hour of 
« judgment can no man know.” On the con- 
trary, excellent men aſſert, one after another, 
(I know not howmany of them!) that* it is the 
« height of preſumption, to pretend to know 
* any thing about the time of the judgment 


te day.“ As birds, however, cannot fly by fea- 
thers, though ever ſo numerous or beautiful, 
which are tied on to their bodies, but only by 


| thoſe with which nature has furniſhed their 
wings; ſo faith reſpects no deciſions but God's, 


and flies only by thoſe wings, with which it ap- 


prehends that a divine teſtimony has furniſhed 
OY At the ſame time, we know that errour, as 


well 
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2 The Time which the Creation took up. 
well as truth, has often boaſted, both of its 
gray hairs, and of the number and quality of 
its advocates; But, as it is not in men or 
angels, either to create a new, or annihilate 
an old truth, ſo my comfort is, that whatever 


is true, will be ſoon and long popular; and, if 


the following ideas are not true, my readers 
can reject them. th Dos | 


Many both jewiſh and chriſtian writers have 
aſſerted, 'that as the ſeventh year was the year 
of remiſſion to the jews, ſo the ſeventh mil- 
lennary, which is emphatically called the l- 
lennium, ſhall be the millennary of remiſſion ; 
that the Lord alone may be exalted in that day. 


This was the general doctrine of the three 


firſt chriſtian centuries, as Biſhop Newton has 
ſhewn, from the writings of Sf. Barnabas, in 
the firſt; from Tuſtin Martyr, in the ſecond ; 
from Tertullian, in the third ; and from Lac- 
tantius, in the fourth century*. The ſcrip- 
tures, to which they refer us, in ſupport of 
this opinion, are chiefly theſe two, viz. 2 Pet. 
iii. 8. One day tis with the Lord as a thouſand 
years; and Gen. ii. 1—3. which informs us, 
that the heavens and the earth were finiſhed in 
ſix days; and that God reſted on the ſeventh day, 
and bleſſed, and ſanttified it. And, that theſe 


poaſſages are quoted pertinently to their pur- 


poſe, appears from Iſaiah xlvi. 10. where it is 


+8 See his Diſſertations on Prophecy, vol. iti, p. 317—327. 
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repreſents the Time of the World's Age. 3 
laid down as a general propoſition, that God 
' declares the Exp, taken abſolutely, as well as 
the end of thoſe events which are moſt intereſt- 
ing to the church (the words cannot fairly be 
reſtrifted to either of theſe ſenſes), from the 
BEGINNING#®; and from ancient times the things 
which are not yet done; ſaying, my counſel ſhall 
fland, and I will do all my pleaſure: and this 
is announced as an appropriate character of the 
true God; fee ver. 9. chap. xli. 22. xliii. 9. 
xliv. 7. xlv. 21. But how did he declare the 
end ſrom the beginning? Surely not in words; 


if ſo, men would have known {rom the begin- 


ning, when to expect the end of all things; 
which was not neceſſary, either to their dut 


or happineſs: but he declared it by deeds; and, 


about 712 years before Chriſt's time, he in- 


formed his prophet IJſaiab, that he had notified 


the end from the beginning ; and thereby or- 


dered us to ſpell out the time, by adding one 


portion of the time of his works of creation 


to another. And, to preſerve us from making 
miſtakes in this computation, by another of 
his ſervants he tells us, about A. D. 61, that 
with him one day is as a thouſand years, and a 
thouſand years as one day; therefore one day 
repreſents a thouſand years; and, vice verſe, each 
ſucceſſive 7houſand years of the world's age, 


* 


leads us back to that one day of the creation, 


id 


-S vi Lowth 3 it, | 
1 F rom the beginning making known the end. 
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with which it correſponds, and to which, 
I its events bear ſome ef. 


It is ſaid I each of the fix firſt days of the 


creation, the morning and the evening was ſuch 

a day; but it is not ſaid ſo of the ſeventh day, 
though that was doubtleſs of the ſame length 

as the other days; - becauſe it was Agne to 

be a figure of the eternal reſt of the ſaints in 

heaven. Theſe ſeven days then prefigured 


the ſeven thouſand years of the world's age; 
and the ſeventh day very fitly repreſented the 
expected millennium, which will be God's 
reſt and ours. And, probably, after the ſe- 
venth day, the creatures paſſed i in review before 
Adam, that he might give them names: then 


Eden was planted, the man put into it, and 
a law given him. Here, perhaps, for the firſt 


time ſince his creation on the ſixth day, Adam 


| Cleeps, viz. in Eden; and the woman is taken 
dut of his fide. At leaſt, the account of theſe 
things follows that of the ſabbath ; and ſome 


of them- were much fitter to be 3 on the 
eighth day, than on that day which the Lord 
had bleſſed and ſanctified for his own, and 


man's reſt, God had virtually finiſhed cre- 


ation in ſix days; yet it was not abſolutely 


compleated till theſe things were done, that is, 
till Eden was planted, and furniſhed with its 


inhabitant, and the woman taken out of the 


man. Moſes has not told us what time theſe 
thin gs took ** but 9 in Patmos, may 


have 


but not the Day and Hour. 5 


have eventually informed us, by his account 
of the winding up of time. Doubtleſs they 
might be accompliſhed in the three firſt hours 
of the eighth day; for God's concluding works 


are always the moſt ſpeedy. But three hours 


of a day, which repreſented a thouſand years, 
is analogous to 125 years. Add theſe to the 
| 7000 years above, and they bring us to A. M. 
7125, or A. D. 3125; which, I hope, [ have 

roved 1s the laſt account of time, which God 
5 given us in the Revelation: for the 1260 
years of the two witneſſes, which is the time 


of the ſixth trumpet, began with thoſe two 


abominations, Popery and Mahometaniſm, 


_ againſt which they were to teſtify, in A. D. 


606: to which two numbers add alſo the 1260 
years of the ſeventh trumpet ; and theſe toge- 
ther bring us to about A. D. 3125; ſee my 
Remarks on the Revelation, p. 115—119, and 
145—149, and 293. Benevolence cannot de- 


light to cenſure theſe things, nor will do it 


without inquiry; and he that cannot, or will 
not inquire, may have his opinion, but can 


form no judgment upon this ſubject, either to 


his own, or others Profit. 


The above however aſſigns a reaſon, why 


the Lord went ſo leizurely to work in the 


creation (and ſpecified ſo exactly the operations 
of every day), viz. becauſe he would declare 
the end of time, by the time which he took 
up in the _ all things. 


But 
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6 The ＋ ear of Judgment known, 
Baut did not Chriſt fay, Mark xiii. 
Watch and pray; for ye know not when the 


time is. True; but the word is not goes, 


3. 


the time, but xaupo, the feaſen of which there 


are four in every year. And that our Lord 
intends the leſſer diviſions of time, is plain 


from ver. 35. Ye know not when the maſter. of 


the houſe cometh ; at even, or at midnight, or at 


the cock-crowing, or in the morning. And if 
he had only deſigned to ſay, that they knew 


nothing about the year of his coming to judg- 
ment, the above words would not have been 


adapted, to give them alſo the neceſſary warn- 


ing, about the uncertainty of the time, when 
they ſhould be removed out of the world. 
Chriſt faid alſo, of that day and that hour 


knoweth no one, no not the angels of heaven, 


neither the Son, but the Father, ver. 32. and 


Mat. xxiv. 36. But I take the day and hour 


here nearly literally, that is, for the leſſer di- 


viſions of time, in oppoſition to the larger 


diviſion of a year. 


1. Becauſe I dare not extend the time which 
Chriſt did not know, beyond what his own 
words, viz. the day and hour, neceſſarily ſig- 
nify ; eſpecially as his not knowing the leſſer 


diviſions of time, with reſpect to this grand 
event, would as fully demonſtrate his depen- 


dence upon the Father, and ſubſerviency to 


his will; as if he had been ignorant alſo of 
the year. | a is 


2. Becauſe 


but not the Day and Hour. = 


2. Becauſe the words are ſpoken of the time 
of Jeruſalem's deſtruction, as well as of the 
day of judgment. The exewn; nec, of that 


day, ver. 36. ſeems to imply, that whatever 


day was intended, it had been ſpoken of, or 


referred to before. Now ver. 3» 5, and eſpe- 
cially ver. 20 and 34, manifeſtly ſpeak of Jeru- 
ſalem's deſtruction; which is alſo our Lord's 
ſubject, ver. 40, 41. and therefore, I appre- 
hend, cannot fairly be excluded at ver. 36. 
though that verſe ſpeaks alſo of the day of 
judgment. Underſtanding it therefore of 


Jeruſalem's deſtruction, Daniel had predicted 


the year of that cataſtrophe, ch. ix. 25—27. 


and, though that prophecy was myſterious, 1 


am not willing to ſuppoſe, without proof, that 
neither ze ſon of man, nor any angel in heaven 
underſtood it, before it was accompliſhed. 


| Beſides, as our Lord foretold that Jeruſalem's 


deſtruction would occur in that generation; 


and yet at ſuch a diſtance of time, as to give 


room for the gradual accompliſhment of the - 


ſigns preceding it, which he had fo exactly 


predicted, it may well be doubted, how he 


could be ignorant of about the year in which 

it was to occur; though it was not needful 

that he ſhould be informed, at that time, either 
of the day, or of the 2our of it. 


3. Our Lord has ſeemed to declare the year 
of the general judgment knowable, by the 
four adumbrations by which he has repreſented 
| it, 
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it, viz. Noab's flood, Jeruſalem 8 deſtruction, . 
the ſervant who expected his maſter's return 


ſuch a night, and the bou/holder, who was only 


not informed at what watch the thief would 


come; in every one of which inſtances, the 
larger diviſion of time was ſuppoſed to be 
known, but not the leſſer“. This could not 


have occurred without deſign; and was doubt- 
leſs intended to excite an expectation of the 


farther diſcoveries, which were to be made in 
the Revelation of St. John. At the ſame time, 
as theſe adumbrations declared the year of 
judgment knowable, the day and hour as con- 
traſted with it, which are e ar to be un- 
known, muſt ſignify the leſſer periods of 
time, : 


4. Though 1 do not find any paſſage of 


| ſcripture, except relative to this ſubject, where 


the day and Hour are mentioned together and 


alone, by which their meaning here might 


be Aluſtraded; yet there are in the Reve- 
lation, at leaſt two inſtances, in which the 


day and hour occur, in the ſame ſenſe as we 


have here given. In the preſent Sardian pe- 
riod, I apprehend, we know in what year our 
Lord will come, in the ſlaying of his witneſſes, 


and in the begun depredations of the ſecond . 


beaſt; yet, as he will come as the fh, ſpoken 
of before, he declares, ch. iii. 3. thou ſhalt not 


„ © *% 


. See my / Remarks on the 8 p. 30-310. 
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but not the Day and Hour. 9 


bnow what hour I will come upon thee. And, 


in yet plainer language, the 200 millions of 


Turkiſh horſemen, who were to deſtroy the 


eaſtern Roman empire, are ſaid to be prepared 
for an hour, and a day, and à month, and a year, © 
ch. ix. 15, 16. in which the leſſer periods of 


time are clearly diſtinguiſhed from the larger, 


while the events of both are declared to be 


under the divine controul. 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon® apprehends, that the 
hour, in theſe words, ſignifies a larger portion 
of time than the day; becauſe it would make 

our Saviour's expreſſion flat to ſay, that he knew 


- 


not the hour, in the common ſenſe of that 


word, after he had ſaid, that he &new not the 
day; and becauſe, ſays he, © the four ſeaſons 


of the year are by the Greeks called wpaz, 


* hours.” But this idea agrees as well with 
the preſent, as with that popular interpretation 


of the words, which' his lordſhip defends. 
And, whether this day and hour ſignifies time 
in general, or its leſſer diviſions, as no chriſtian 


doubts whether it was poſſible for the ſon of 
man to receive, after his aſcenſion to heaven, 
a farther revelation, with reſpect to the day of 
judgment, as well as relative to the events 
which were to precede it; ſo, I hope, I have 
proved, that he has alſo given us an account 


of about the year, in that Revelation, which 


concludes the ſacred canon; though we are 


* See his Works, vol. iii, p. 164. 
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. 10 The Year of Fudgment Inoue, 


nat certain. 8 it is ſtill true of Chriſt, 
or not, as well as of his ſervants, in the ſenſe 
we aſſert, that he does not, even now, know 
the day and hour of judgment. 


I have only to conſider farther, on 1 ſub- 
ject, 1 Theſ. v. 15. from which we learn, 


that there will be pov Ke Kaepoug, times and 


1 . of the day of judgment, that is, dif- 
ferent times and ſeaſons ; for the righteous will 


be raiſed, ang Judged before the wicked, 1 Cor. 


xv. 51, 52“. Of theſe times and ſeaſons the 


apoſtle ſays, that it would have been congruous 

to their characters, as the friends of Chriſt, 
that he ſhould have written to them, if the 
word which ſaved them had not before in- 
formed them, that, with reſpect to the wicked, 


whatever warnings they have had, the day of 
_ the Lord will come to them as a thief in the 


night, At the ſame time, he aſſures them, 

that their own new nature, as children of the 
light and of the day, either now gives, or inſures 
to them, as well as capacitates them to take 


in, all ſuch diſcoveries on this head, as will 
be farther needful for them. Being of the hght 


and of the day, (1.) They ſee its ſacred ſcenes, 
and that there are yet many prophecies unac- 


compliſhed ; but Chriſt cannot come till theſe 
are all fulfilled. (2.) They hear its ſounds ; 
and know, in ſome meaſure, what God and 


men are ſaying, and doing. And, (3.) they 


„ see ws Remarks on the Rev, p. 311=313- 


are 


. but not the Day, and Hour. It 


are prepared to enjo Joy, and improye what may 
be hereafter opened to them, by the word, 
ſpirit, and providences of God. And, as there 

were other inſpired writings to be added to, 9 
ſacred canon, after the apoſtle had written this 
epiſtle; ſo their being of 7he day adapted them 


to attend to his ſecond epiſtle to them, to the 


writings of Peter, and to the Revelation giyen 
in Patmos; which ſpecified the events Which 
the church was to expect, and the times of 
many of them, as well as the appointed end of 


all. And if the ſervants of God, at A. D. 312 3 


ſee no prophecy, but that of the general judg- 
ment unfulfilled, they will naturally expect. 
the coming of their Lord in a few days; 
(though they ſtill now neither the day nor the 
hour, Mat. xxv. 13. J eſpecially if they then ſee, 
that the Revelation had given them accounts 
of time, which reach only to that year, 


How reatly has the Lord honoured his 


church, thus to intruſt them with his ſecrets! 


But thall we not ſeek a better world, while we 
ſee to the end of this? At the ſame time, if 
any chriſtian, or miniſter, will kindly ſhew me, 


that I have miſtaken the words of my great 
MASTER, either in the above, or in any other | 


points, he will highly oblige, 1 
His truly affectionate Brother and Servant, 
in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


FO, ol SE Tho. Reader. 
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a are, in ſeripture, attributed to ine creatures ; 
ſee Ezek. X. 12. Rev. vi. 6, 8. xvi. 1. therefore, 
4 certainly, the ſeven Bone, and ſeven eyes yz the 
Tan, which are the ſeven p 77555 of God, ſent 
dea to all the earth, Zech. ili. 9. iv. 10. 
Rev. iv. 5. v. 6. cannot be chiefly deſigned to 
Pp _ deſcribe the perſonal perfection in our Lord; 
burt that perfection which reſpects diſpenſation | 
towards the world, viz. in the ſeven periods 
of the chriſtian church. And as this doctrine 
of the periods glorifies God, and promotes 
„buolineſs and happineſs, while it gives addi- 
tti'onal perſpicuity, propriety, amplitude, ele- 
, gance, and dignity to every one of the ſeven 
* epiftles in the Revelation, I cannot but earneſtly 
recommend it to the devout inquiry of humble 
chriſtians. We are now, I apprehend, under 
the Sardian period; therefore, read the epi le 
to Sardis, as eſpecially directed of God to the 
preſent churches of Chriſt. See Remarks on 
„be three firſt chapters of the Revelation. 1785. 
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